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ARTICLE XIT.*

The Electors shall meet in their respective states and vote
by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at
least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with them-
selves ; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for
as President, and in distinet ballots the person voted for as
Vice-President, and they shall make distinet lists of all persons
voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-
President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists
they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of
the government of the United States, directed to.the President
of the Senate ;—The President of the Senate shall, in presence
of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the
certificates and the votes shall then be counted ;—The person
having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number
of Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority,
then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceed-
ing three on the list of those voted for as President, the House

*The twelfth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the legislatures of the several States by the Elghth‘ Congress,
on the 12th of December, 1803, i1n lieu of the original third paragraph of
the first section of the second article, and was declared in a proclamation
of the Secretrry of State, dated the 25th of September, 1804, to have been
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the States
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